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which they ſhould be read. 


4 ſpoken. 


«i 


* a 


\HE Editor of the following Ab 


been preſerved, and the allowances with 


Soon after the reſpective dates of their 


delivery, he was favoured with the ma- 
nuſcript copies, by the gentleman whoſe 
memory had ſerved him ſufficiently to 
commit them to writing, —with an ex- 
actneſs unuſual in the recital of public 
debates. - For, if the reader were fortu- 
nate enough to have heard them pro- 
nounced, he will here recollect, not only 


the ſubſtance, but in great meaſure the 
form and phraſe in Which 


It muſt be obſerved, that this recital 

_ Profeſies to extend only to parts of the 

— — actually delivered by Lord Chat- 
ham, It is not perhaps within poſſibi- 
lity, that the unaſſiſted memory of 


Perſon 


. y | < N a | | , 4 * 


1 ſtracts hopes, that ſome introduc. 
tory explanation will not be unaccepta- 
ble, of the manner in which they haye 
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perſon ſhould retain verbatim the whole 
of ſuch ſpeeches. But the Editor knows 
it was the wiſh and care of his friend, 
faithfully to repreſent as much as was 
poſſible of the great original; ſubmitting 
to give an incomplete rather than a ſpu- 
rious likeneſs. It was particularly his 
ſtudy to preſerve the genuine diction of 
the noble ſpeaker ;—as, of all the charac- 
teriſtic features by which his oratory was 
_ diſtinguiſhed, none was more eminent 
than the bold purity and claſſical force of 
his phraſeology.— It was ſo ſtrong and 
ſingular as to deſerve, and at the ſame 
time to facilitate, an exact recollection. 
For the authenticity of theſe abſtracts, 
it were perhaps ſufficient to refer to them- 
ſelves: their peculiar energy of ſtyle and 
ſentiment, is their beſt authentication. 
But, beſides this internal evidence, the 
Editor has alſo the ſatisfaction of aſſuring 
the public, that the concurring approba- 
tion of many accurate and reſpectable 
judges has given ſanction to the faithful- 
neſs of his friend's repreſentation—as far 
as it extends. „ e 
It may be proper to obſerve, that from 
poſterior recollection of the ſubſtance of 
ſome paſſages, and revival of a few others 
im his memory, by converſation, or deſul- 
_ tory hints in news-papers, the Editor's 

friend could have greatly W 
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bulk of theſs tranſcripts; and correftly, 


too, as to matter; but the mode of ex- 


preſſion was loſt, Fugerat irrevocabile 


verbum. And he was as unwilling to in- 
terpolate any language of his own, as he 


was unable to render it conſiſtent with the 
genuine ſtyle of the great original *. 


But the candour and imagination of 
the reader muſt ſupply another deficiency 
in our repreſentation of Lord Chatham's 
oratory, more affecting our purpoſe of 


exhibiting its true likeneſs, than t 2 


tial imperfection we have mentione 
Thoſe who have been witneſſes to the 


wonders of his eloquence—who have liſ— 
tened to the muſic of his voice, or trem- 


| bled at its majeſty—who have ſeen the - 
; © ar gracefulneſs of his action, or 


ave felt its force ;—thoſe who have caught 


the flame of eloquence from his eye 


who have rejoiced in the glories of his 


 countenance—or ſhrunk from his frowns, 


will remember the reſiſtleſs power with 


which he impreſſed conviction. In theſe 


ſketches of his original genius, they will 


read what they have heretofore heard; 


and their memory will give due action to 


"8 This, it is hoped, will be ſufficient apolo to the 


reader for the abruptneſs in the beginning of the firſt 


eame into the houſe, Lord Chatham bad 
_ for ſome La. 6 


ſpeech; which the Editor's friend unfortunately did 


not hear, and would not preſume to 8 he 
ſpeaking 


che 


311 
the picture, by re- figuring to their minds 
what they have with admiration ſeen.— 
But, to thoſe who never heard nor ſaw 

this accompliſhed orator, the utmoſt ef- 
fort of imagination will be neceſſary, to 
form a juſt idea of that combination of 
excellence, which gave perfection to his 
eloquence: his elevated aſpect, command- 
ing the awe and mute attention of all who 
beheld him; whilſt a certain grace in his 
manner, conſcious of all the dignities of 
his ſituation, of the ſolemn ſcene he acted 
in, as well as his own exalted character, 
- ſeemed to acknowledge and repay the re- 
ſpect he received: his venerable form, bow- 
ed with infirmity and age; but animated 
by a mind which nothing could ſubdue :;— 
his ſpirit ſhining through him, arming his 
eye with lightning, and cloathing his lips 
with thunder ;—or, if milder topics offer- 
ed, harmoniſing his countenance in ſmiles, 
and his voice in foftneſs ;—for the compaſs | 
of his powers was infinite. As no idea 
was too vaſt, no imagination too ſublime, 
for the grandeur and majeſty of his man- 
ner; ſo no fancy was too playful, nor 
any alluſion too comic, for the eaſe and 
gaiety with which he could accommodate 
to the occaſion. But the character of his 
oratory was dignity : this preſided through- 
out; giving force, becauſe ſecuring re- 
ſpect, even to his fallies of * 


= 


This elevated the moſt familiar Language, 'Y 
and gave novelty and grace to the moſt ta. 
miliar alluſions ; ſo that, in his hand, even 
the crutch became a weapon of oratory *, 
This extraordinary perſonal _ dignity, 
ſupported on the baſis of his well- earned 
fame, at once acquired to his opinions 
an aſſent which is ſlowly, given to the 
argument of other men. His aſſertions 
roſe into proof: his foreſight became pro- 
phecy.—Beſides the general ſanction of 
bis character, and the deciſive dignity 
with which he pronounced his ſenti- 
ments, it was alſo well known that he 
carefully cultivated the moſt authentie 
channels of intelligence. And it was an 
additional and juſt praiſe to him, that he 
_ exerted the great influence of his name, 
and his other opportunities, to inveſti. 
gate the pureſt ſources of political infor- 
mation. But, as the activity of his public 
zeal ſtimulated him to ſuch exertion ; fo 
the ſuperiority of his genius directed him 
to higher fources. For other men, even 
the mechanical medium of official no-w-- 
ledge is a ſphere 70 /aborious. Though 
Lord Chatham's duty did not diſdain, his 
ſpirit ſoared above ſuch little adventitious 
* Telumn Oratoris, CIic.—“ You tall, my lords, 
* of conquering America — of your numerous 
< friends there, to annihilate the Congreſs—and your 


powerful forces to diſperſe her army: ] might as 
« well talk of driving them before me with this crutch.” ._ 


Logp CHatHaM, os GS 


| * | oo» 
| 1 .vn 
| CIO | 


advantages „ His was intelligence in a 


truer ſenſe, and from the nobleſt ſource; 


from his own ſagacious mind *,” — 


His intuition, like faith, ſeemed ſuperior 
to the common forms of reaſoning. No 
clue was neceſſary to the labyrinth illumi- 
_ nated by his genius. Truth came forth at 

his bidding, and realiſed the wiſh of the 


philoſopher :—ſhe was ſeen and beloved. 
It is by no means in the intention 


or the limits of this paper, and ſtill leſs 


within the abilities of the writer, to analyſe 


all the oratory of Lord Chatham, or give 
a full and juſt deſcription of excellence 
ſo various. If the few imperfect hints 


* 


that have been offered, can convey any 
idea of the vigour and animation of his 


manner, they will have attained their pur- 
| Poſe: and the remains of his eloquence 


will afford proportionate pleaſure : ** even 
in his aſhes ſhall ſurvive their wonted fires.” 


He is his own beſt expoſitor. In a debate, 1770, 
on the papers relative to Falkland's Iſland, he ex- 
plained this ſubject, for the benefit of the miniſters. 
«© Let them not ſcreen themſelves behind the want of 
Intelligence: they had Intelligence: I know they 


4 had :—lIf they had not, they are criminal; and their 
cc excuſe is their crime. - But I will tell theſe young 
be miniſters, the true ſource of Intelligence : It is Sa» 
„ pacity;—Sagacity to compare cauſes and effects; to 
« judge of the preſent ſtate of things, and diſcern the 


te future, by careful review of the paſt. Oliver 
© Cromwell, who aftoniſhed mankind by his Intelli- 
& gence, did not derive it from ſpies in the cabinet 


of every prince in Europe: he drew it from the 


6 cabinet of his own ſagacious mind.“ ; 
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HOUSE OF LORDS, 


January 20th, 1775. 


H E Earl of n then Rere⸗ 
tary of ſtate for America, pro- 


duced the official American Papers. 


The Ear t of. Cu AT HAM, after 


5 ſtrongly inveighing againſt the dilatori- 
neſs of adminiſtration, &c. CM s 


follows: 1 


of acceſs to bis Matelty, y will Kals 
to tranſmit to him, through the conſtitu- 


tional channel of this houſe, my ideas of 
America, to reſcue him from the miſ- 


advice of his preſent miniſters. I con- 
 gratulate your lordſhips that the buſineſs 


is at laſt e upon, by ths noble. 
* = lord's 


1 


Jord 8 * laying the papers before you. 


As I ſuppoſe your lordſhips too well ap- 
prized of their contents, I hope I am not 


premature, in GO to * my pre- | 


ſent motion : 


cc 
cc 


tlement of the dangerous troubles in 
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« That an "die addreſs be pre- 


ſented to his Majeſty, humbly to deſire 


and beſeech his Majeſty, that in order 


to open the way towards a happy ſet- 


America, by beginning to allay fer- 


ments and ſoften animoſities there ; 
© and above all, for preventing in the 


mean time any ſudden and fatal cataſ- 


trophe at Boſton, now ſuffering under 
the daily irritation of an army before 


their eyes, poſted in their town; it 
may graciouſly pleaſe his Majeſty that 


«« immediate orders be diſpatched to gee 
* neral Gage, for removing his Majeſty's 
0 forces from the town of Boſton as ſoon 


46 


as the rigour of the ſeaſon, and other 


circumſtances indiſpenſable to the ſafety 
and accommodation of the ſaid troops, 
may render the ſame practicable.— 


* Lord * | 


I wiſh 


1 


T4 7 


I wiſh, my lords, not to loſe a day | in 
urgent preſſing criſis ; an hour now 


1 in allaying the ferment in America, 
may produce years of calamity ; for my 
own part, I will not deſert for a moment 
the conduct of this mighty buſineſs, from 
the firſt to the laſt; unleſs nailed to my 


bed- by the extremity of ſickneſs, I will 


give it unremitted attention; I will 


knock at the door of this ſleeping and 
confounded miniſtry, and will rouſe them 


to a ſenſe of their important danger. 2 


When I ftate the importance of the 


Colonies to this country, and the magni- 


tude of danger hanging over this country, 


from the preſent plan of miſ-adminiſtra- 
tion practiſed againſt them, I deſire not 
to be underſtood to argue for a recipro- 


city of indulgence between England and 


America, I contend not for indulgence 
but juſtice to America : and I ſhall ever 
contend” that the Americans juſtly owe 
_ obedience to us in a limited degree they 
owe obedience to our ordinances of 
trade and navigation; but let the line be 
ſkilfully | drawn between the objects of 
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thoſe ordinances, and their private, int 
nal property; let the ſacredneſs of 
Property remain inviolate; let it be tax- 
able only by their own conſent, given in 
their provincial aſſemblies ;—elſe, i# will 
ceaſe to be property.—As to the metaphy- 
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= ical refinements attempting to ſhew that 
the Americans are equally free from obe- 
_ == dieence and commercial reſtraints, as from 


taxation for revenue, as being unrepre- 
ſented here; I pronounce them kutile, 
frivolous, and groundleſss. 
When J urge this meaſure of recalling 
the troops from Bofton, 1 urge it on this 
preſſing principle, that it is neceſſarily 
Preparatory to the reſtoration of your 
peace, and the eſtabliſhment of your proſ- 
perity.— It will then appear that you are 
diſpoſed to treat amicably and equitably ; 
and to conſider, reviſe, and repeal, if it 
ſhall be found neceſſary, as I affirm it will, 
"ot * thoſe violent acts and declarations which 
+ - have diſſeminated confuſion On 
1 your empire. . eg 
Reſiſtance to your acts was neceſſary 
=—_ as it was juſt; and your vain declara- 
[ — 
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tions of the omnipotence of parliament, 
and your imperious doctrines of the 
neceſſity of ſubmiſſion, will be found 
equally impotent to convince or enſlave 
your fellow-ſubjects in America ; who 
feel that tyranny, whether ambitioned by 
an individual part of the legiſlature, or 
the * bodies who compoſe it, is equally 
intolerable to Britiſh ſubjefts. 
The means of enforcing this thraldom | 
are found to be as ridiculous and weak in 
practice, as they are unjuſt in principle. 
Indeed I cannot but feel the moſt ; anxious 
ſenſibility for the ſituation of general 
Gage, and the troops under his com- 
*A favourite idea prevailed, and was often urged 
in argument by adminiſtration, „ that abſolute 
“ paſſive obedience is due to all poſſible acts of the 
& legiſlature, which muſt not, in any caſe whatever, be 
« queſtioned, much leſs reſiſted, by the people.” 
Mr. Locke thought otherwiſe ; as his able and con- 
ſtitutional expounder, Lord Camden, has often de- 
monſtrated. But, in truth, it is a point rather of 
practical policy.—If, however, the poſtulatum were 
admitted in ſpeculation, the inference will not reach 


from Weſtminſter to Boſton, It will remain to be ” 


proved, that our lords ſpiritual and temporal have privi- 
lige in America; and that our Knights, Citizens, and 
; Burgeſſes are e their repreſentatives. 
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mand; thinking him as I do, a man of 
humanity and underſtanding ; and en- 
tertaining, as I ever will, the higheſt re- 
ſpect, the warmeſt love, for the Britiſh 
troops. —Their fituation is truly unwor- 


thy; penn'd up—pining in inglorious 


inactivity. They are an army of impo- 
tence :—you may call them an army of 
ſafety and of guard; but they are in 
truth an army of impotence and con- 


tempt: and, to make the folly equal to the 


diſgrace, they are an army of irritation 
and vexation. But I find a report creeps 
ing abroad, that the miniſters cenſure ge- 
neral Gage's inactivity: let chem cenſure 
| him—it becomes them—it becomes their 
Juſtice and their honour mean not cen- 
ſure his inactivity;—it is a prudent and 


neceſſary ination : but it is a miſerable 


condition, where diſgrace 1s prudence, and 


where it is neceſſary to be contemptible. 
This tameneſs, however contemptible, 


cannot be cenſured; for the firſt drop of 
blood ſhed in civil and unnatural war 
mi ight be immedicabile vulnus. 


T therefore urge and conjure your lord- 


10 _ 


17 1 
ſhips, immediately to adopt this concili- 
ating meaſure ;—I will pledge myſelf for 

its immediately producing conciliatory 
effects, by its being thus well timed; but 

if you delay till your vain hope ſhall be 

accompliſhed, of triumphantly dictating 
reconciliation, you delay for ever.—But 
admitting that this hope, which in truth 
is deſperate, ſnould be accompliſhed, what 
do you gain by the impoſition of your 
victorious amity? — you will be untruſted 
and unthanked. Adopt then the grace, 
while you have the opportunity of recon- 
cilement ; or at leaſt prepare the way.— — 
Allay the ferment prevailing in America, 
by removing the obnoxious haſtile cauſe ; 
—obnoxious and unſerviceable ; for their 
merit can be only in ination ; ©* Non 
* dimicare et vincere: their victory can 
never be by exertions.—Their force would 
be moſt diſproportionately exerted againſt 
a brave, generous, and united people ; 

with arms in their hands, and courage in 
their hearts :—three millions of people, 
the genuine deſcendants of a valiant anq 
pious anceſtry, driven to thoſe deſarts by 
B4 the 
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the narrow maxims of a ſuperſtitious ty- 


ranny.—And is the ſpirit of perſecution 
never to be appeaſed ? —Are the brave 
_ ſons of thoſe brave forefathers to inherit 
their ſufferings, as they have inherited 


their virtues ?—Are they to ſuſtain the in- 


fliction of the moſt oppreſſive and unex- 
ampled ſeverity ?—beyond the accounts of 


hiſtory or deſcription of poetry: Rha- 


„ damanthus habet dur 9 regna, caſtigat 

*& gue, AUDIT QUE ;'—1o ſays the wiſeſt 
poet, and perhaps the wiſeſt ſtateſman 
and politician :—but our miniſters ſay, the 


Americans muſt not be beard, — They have 


been condemned unheard; the indiſcrimi- 


nating hand of vengeance has lumped to- 
gether innocent and guilty ; with all the 


formalities of hoſtility has blocked up the 


town *, and reduced to beggary and fa- 


mine thirty thouſand inhabitants. 


But his Majeſty is adviſed, that the 


union in America cannot laſt. Miniſters 
| have more eyes than I, and ſhould have 


more ears ; but from all the information 
1 have been able to procure, I can pro- 


* Boſton. _ I 
a4 nounce 


. 

nounce it, an union, ſolid, permanent, 
and effectual. — Miniſters may ſatisfy 
themſelves, and delude the public, with the 
report of what they call commercial bo- 
dies in America, —They are not commer- 
cial :—they are your packers and factors 3 
they live upon nothing for I call com- 
miſſion nothing; — I mean the miniſterial 
authority for this American intelligence; 
the runners for government, who are paid 
for their intelligence. But theſe are not 


the men, nor this the influence, to be con- 


ſidered in America, when we eſtimate the 
firmneſs of their union, Even to extend 
the queſtion, and to take in the really 
mercantile circle, will be totally inadequate 
to the conſideration, Trade indeed in- 
creaſes the wealth and glory of a country; 
but its real ſtrength and ſtamina are to be 
looked for among the cultivators of the _ 
land:—in their ſimplicity of life is found 
| the ſimpleneſs of virtue, —the integrity 
and courage of freedom. Theſe true ge- 
nuine ſons of the earth are invincible: 
and they ſurround and hem in the mer- 
cantile bodies; even if theſe bodies, which 
ſuppoſition 


E 

ſuppoſition I totally diſclaim, could be 
ſuppoſed diſaffected to the cauſe of liberty. 
 —Of this general ſpirit exiſting in the 
American nation ;—for ſo I wiſh to diſtin- 
guiſh the real and genuine Americans from 
the pſeudo-traders I have deſcribed — of 
this ſpirit of independence *, animating 
the nation of America, I de the moſt 
authentic information: — It is not new 
among them; it is, and has ever been, 
their eſtabliſhed principle; their confirmed 
perſuaſion ; it is their nature, and their | 
doctrine. LE 
— e ſome years ago, when the 
repeal of the ſtamp a& was in agitation, 
converſing in a friendly confidence with a 
perſon of undoubted reſpect and authen- 


(i. e.) of legal liberty ;—the independence of free 
men, contra-diſtinguiſhed to the dependent ſtate of 
ſlaves.— It was thought neceſſary to ſpecify this idea, 

Jeſt lord Chatham ſhould have been miſconceived to 
have imputed to America an original wiſh of diſcon- 
nexion from this country. On the contrary, when 
that fatal event did occur, his lordſhip attributed it to 
a very different cauſe from the inclination of America. 
“ That ſtate of independency into which your 
% meaſures hitherto have driven her. Se next ſpeech. 


Heity, 


F HH 


ticity, on that ſubject ; and he aſſured me, 
with a certainty which his judgment and 
opportunities gave him, that theſe were 


the prevalent and ſteady principles of 


America; — That you might deſtroy their 


towns, and cut them off from the ſuper- 
fluities, perhaps the conveniencies, of life; 


but that they were prepared to deſpiſe 
your power, and would not lament their 
loſs, whilſt they have—— what, my lords ? 


—their woods and their hberty. —T he name 
of my authority, if Jam called upon, will 


: authenticate the opinion irrefragably. 


If illegal violences have been, as it is 


| faid, committed in America; prepare the 
way, open the door of poſſibility, for ac- 


knowledgment and fatisfaCtion : but pro- 


ceed not to ſuch coercion, ſuch proſcrip- 


tion; ceaſe your indiſcriminate inflictions; 


amerce not thirty thouſand—oppreſs not 
three millions—for the fault of forty or 
fifty uch ſeverity of injuſtice muſt for 
ever render incurable the wounds you 


have already given your colonies ou 


irritate them to unappeaſable rancour.— 


What though you march from town to 
town, 
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town, and from province to. province ; 


though you ſhould be able to enforce a 
temporary and local ſubmiſſion—which I 


only ſuppoſe, not admit—how ſhall you 


be able to ſecure the obedience of the 
country you leave behind you in your 
progreſs? — to graſp the dominion of 
eighteen hundred miles of continent, po- 


pulous in valour, liberty, and reſiſtance ! 
This reſiſtance to your arbitrary ſyſtem 
of taxation might have been foreſeen :— 
It was obvious from the nature of things, 
and of mankind ; and above all from the 


whiggiſh ſpirit flouriſhing in that coun- 


try. The ſpirit which now reſiſts your 
taxation in America, 18 the * ſame which 


formerly : 


. Nie m, contdieg'to'the polideat boghe-ofiad- 


miniſtration ; which would prove the Toryiſm of“ this 


« American ſpirit.” In the debate for an addreſs, 
on the firſt day of the ſeſſion, October 26th, 1775, 
Mr. Fox urged, with his uſual ability, what he con- 


_ ceived to be Whig- principles; principles, conſulting the 
good of the governed, rather than the governors; prin- 


ciples jealouſly ſecuring the rights of the people againſt 
every encroachment of power: and theſe, he thought, 
had ſome relation to the cauſe and conduct of Ame- 
rica. But the noble lord, who is ſometimes rquſed by 

that 
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. > 2 3 
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1 
formerly oppoſed loans, benevolences, and 


ſhip-money, in England: the ſame ſpirit 


which called all England on its lege, and 
by the bill of rights vindicated the Eng- 
liſh conſtitution:— the fame ſpirit which 
eſtabliſhed the great, fundamental, eſſen- 
tial maxim of your liberties, hat no fub- 
ject of England, JO be taxed but by his own 
conſent. 


This glorious ſpirit of whiggiſm ani- 


mates three millions in America : — who 
prefer poverty with liberty, to gilded 
chains and ſordid affluence ; and who will 
die in defence of their rights as men, as 


freemen,—What ſhall oppoſe this ſpirit ? 
—aided' by the congenial flame glowing 
in the breaſts of every whig in England, 


that gentleman's manner of ſpeaking, undeitook to 
prove the contrary,—* Adminiſtration are the 


„Whigs; and the Americans are Tories, — Admi- 


<< niſtration wiſh to maintain the power of parliament, 
* which is the true whig-principle.—The Americans, 


on the contrary, would annihilate the authority of 


< parliament, but profeſs themſelves willing to obey 
© the crown;—the perfect deſcription of a Tory! 


One would imagine from ſuch reaſoning run wok” 


(to borrow the phraſe of a right reverend politician) 
that his lordſhip had ſtudied whiggi/m under his grace. 


to 


48 
to the amount, I hope, of double the Ame- 
rican numbers ?— Ireland they have to a 
man. In that country, joined as it is 
with the cauſe of the Colonies, and 
placed at their head, the diſtinction I con- 
tend for, is and muſt be obſerved. — his 
country ſuperintends and controuls their 
trade and navigation; but they tax them- 
ſelves. And this diſtinction between ex- 
ternal and internal control is ſacred and 
inſurmountable; it is involved in the ab- 
ſtract nature of things. Property is pri- 
vate, individual, abſolute: — Trade is an 
extended and complicated conſideration; 
—it reaches as far as ſhips can fail or 
= winds can blow ; -it is a great and various 
; machine : —To regulate the numberleſa 
movements of its ſeveral parts, and com- 
bine them into effect, for the good of the 
| whole, requires the ſuperintending wif- 
dom and energy of the ſupreme power in 
the empire. But this ſupreme power has 
no effect towards internal taxation; for it 
does not exiſt in that relation there is 
no ſuch thing, a0 ſuch idea in this conflitu- | 
tion, as 4 Supreme power operating upon pro- 


Peri. 


(15 J 
perty.—Let this diſtinction then remain 
for ever aſcertained; taxation is theirs, 
commercial regulation is ours. — As an 
American I would recognize to England 
her ſupreme right of regulating commerce 
and navigation; as an Engliſhman by 
birth and principle, I recognize to the 
Americans their ſupreme unalienable right 
in their property; a right which they are 
juſtified. in the defence of to the laſt ex- 
tremity. To maintain this principle, is 
the common cauſe of the whigs on the 
other ſide the Atlantic, and on this: 
—Tis liberty to liberty engaged, that 
ths will defend themſelves, their families 
and their country.—In this great cauſe 
they are immoveably allied : it is the al- 
lance of God and nature—immutable, 
eternal, —fixed as s the firmament of Hea- 
ven 
To ſuch united force, what * ſhall 
be oppoſed ?—What, my lords ?—A few | 
regiments in America, and ſeventeen or 
eighteen thouſand men at home !—The 
idea is too ridiculous to take up a mo- 
ment of your lordſhip's time, —Nor can 


7 26 1 
uch a national and principled . union be 
reſiſted by the tricks of office, or mini- 
terial manceuvre. Laying of papers on 
your table, or counting noſes on a di- 
viſion, will not avert or poſtpone the hour 
of danger:—it muſt arrive my lords, un- 
leſs theſe fatal acts are done away; it 
muſt arrive in all its horrors, and then 
theſe boaſtful miniſters, ſpite of all their 
confidence, and all their manceuvres, ſhall 
be forced to hide their heads. They ſhall 
be forced to a diſgraceful abandonment of 
their preſent meaſures and principles: 
principles which they avow, but cannot 
defend ;—meaſures which they preſume 
to attempt, but cannot hope to effectuate. 
— They cannot, my lords, they cannot 
ſtir a ſtep ;—they have r not a move * left; 
—they are check-mated. EDS 
But 


Wo 4 abe to che game of chere The king is 
the object of the game; and therefore the moſt val uable, 
though not the moſt powerful, piece on the board. 
Check-mate is that ſituation where he is ſo weakly ſup- 
ported by his pieces, or ſo entangled by their injudi- 
_ cious diſpoſition, that he cannot eſcape. This danger 
is often incurred by expoſing himſelf too much, and 

6 | taking 


1 27 1 
But it is not repealing this act of par- 
liament, or that act of parliament, it is 


not repealing a piece of parchment, that can 


reſtore America to our boſom: you muſt 


repeal her fears, and her reſentments; 


and you may then hope for her love and 
gratitude. But now, inſulted with an 


armed force, poſted at Boſton; irritated 
with an hoſtile array before her eyes, her 


conceſſions, if you cold force them, would 


be ſuſpicious and inſecure; they will be 


ꝛrato animo; they will not be the ſound, 


| honourable pactions of freemen; they 
will be the dictates of fear, and extortions 
of force.—But it is more than evident, 
that you cannot force them, principled 
and united as they are, to your unworthy 


terms of ſubmiſſion — it is 5 1mpollible = - 


taking too aQtive a part in. tha game. Vide Philidor, 
a Analyſe du Jeu des Echecs.— lt is certainly a noble 


and royal paſtime. Charles I. was actually playing at 
it in the Scots camp, when intelligence was brought to 


him of their final reſolution to betray him. In due 


praiſe of the royal ſteadineſs, the hiſtorian -obſerves, 
that he continued his game without interruption,” See 


Hume's Hiſt. of England: — or, as Lord Chatham 
once called it in the Houſe of Lords his APOLOGY 
6 . the Houſe of Sfuere.” a 
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And when I hear general Gage cenſured 
for inactivity, I muſt retort with indig- 
nation on thoſe, whoſe intemperate mea- 
ſures and improvident councils have be- 
trayed him into his preſent ſituation.— 
His ſituation reminds me, my lords, of 
the anſwer of a French general in the 
civil wars of France — Monſieur Conde 
oppoſed to Monſieur Turenne: he was 
aſked, how it happened that he did not 
take his adverſary priſoner, as he \ was 
often very near him: © J'ai peur, re- 
plied Conde, very honeſtly, Pai peur 
« qu'il ne me prenne 5 * — he'll 
take me. 

When your « lordſhips 1 at the papers 
tranſmitted us from America; when you 
conſider their decency, firmneſs, and wiſ- 
dom, you cannot but reſpect their cauſe, 
and wiſh to make it your own. For my- 
ſelf, I muſt declare and avow, that in all 
my reading and obſervation—and it has 
been my favourite ſtudy; I have read 
Thucidydes, and have ſtudied and ad- 
mired the maſter- ſtates of the world 
mat for * of 8 force of 


N 
ſagacity, and wiſdom of concluſion, un- 
der ſuch a complication of difficult cir- 
cumſtances, no nation or body of men 


can ſtand in preference to the general 


Congreſs at Philadelphia;—I truſt it is 
obvious to your lordſhips, that all at- 


tempts to impoſe ſervitude upon ſuch 
men, to eſtabliſh deſpotiſm over ſuch a 


mighty continental nation, muſt be vain, 
muſt be fatal.— We ſhall be forced ulti- 
mately to retract; let us retract while we 


ean; not when we muſt.—I ſay we muſt 


_ neceſſarily undo theſe violent oppreſſive 
acts *: they muſt be repealed ; —you will re- 


peal them; I pledge myſelf for it, that you 


will in the end repeal them; I flake my repu- 
tation on it.— I will conſent to be taken for 


Acts of parliament paſſed the preceding ſeſſion; 
for ſhutting up the port of Boſton; altering the 


charter of the Maſſachuſet's Bay, &c.— The noble 
ſpeaker's prediction has been ſtrictly verified; the 


repeal of theſe acts was af laſt, after three years ſuc- 


ceſsleſs war; ſent out as a peace- offering to the Con- 


greſs of America: whether with a dignity becom- 
« ing the once exalted character of this country, or 
e thro' a diſgraceful humiliating necellity,” —let the 
| feclings of this country confeſs. 
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[ 20 ] 
ar idiot , if they are not finall ly repealed, — 
Avoid then this humiliating, diſgraceful 
neceſſity. With a dignity becoming your 
exalted ſituation, make the firſt advances 
to concord, to peace, and happineſs: for 
that is your true dignity, to act with 
prudence and with juſtice. — That you 
ſhould firſt concede, is obvious from 
ſound. and rational policy.—Conceflion 
comes with better grace and more ſalutary 
effect from the ſuperior power; it recon- 
ciles ſuperiority of power with the feel- 
ings of men; and eſtabliſhes ſolid confi- 
dence on the foundations of affection and 
gratitude, 
S8o thought a wiſe poet ad; 4 wiſe , 
man in political ſagacity ; the friend of 
Mecenas, and the eulogiſt of Auguſtus.— 
To him, the adopted ſon and ſucceſſor of 
the firſt Cæſar, to him, the maſter of the 
world, he wiſely urged this conduct of 
. prudence and dignity ; © Tuque prior, fu 
parce ;—projice tela manu. 
Every motive therefore of juſtice and 
of policy, of dignity and of prudence, 
Urges you to allay the ferment i in America, 
1 10 —by 
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by a removal of your troops from 


Boſton, — by a repeal of your acts of par- 
liament,—and by demonſtration of ami- 


cable diſpoſitions towards your Colonies. 
On the other hand, every danger and 
every hazard impend, to deter you from 
perſeverance in your preſent ruinous mea- 
ſures.—Poreign war hanging over your 
heads by a flight and brittle thread. 
France and Spain watching your conduct, 


and waiting for the maturity of your 


_ errors ;—with a vigilant eye to America, 

and the temper of your Colonies, more 
than to their own concerns, be they what 
they may. 

To conclude, my lords: If the Mini- 
ſters thus perſevere in miſadviſing and 
miſleading the King, 1 will not ſay that 


they can alienate the affections of his ſub- 


jects from his crown; but I will affirm, 
that they will make the crown not worth bis 
wearing :—I will not fay that the King is 
betrayed ; but I will pronounce, that the 


king gdom 1 10 undone. 4 
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; The reader will recollect that the pre- 


ceding ſpeech was made on January 20, 


1775. He will have obſerved that the 
motion which it accompanied, for remov- 


ing his Majeſty's troops from Boſton, was 
_ urged by the noble ſpeaker expreſsly on 
the ground of peaceably accommodating the 


diſpute with America. He will remember 
that the only ground of diſpute then, was 


the Taxation of that country claimed by this; 
the attempted exerciſe of which, had pro- 


duced a riot at Boſton. The Independence 
of America was not then in contempla- 


tion: unleſs in the reveries of a reverend 
writer on the ſubject, who maintained 2 
propoſition, memorable only for its n- 
gularity ; © that the Independence of 


« America would be a beneficial event to 
50 England.” —To the Americans it never 


occurred, unleſs for the refutation of | 
ſome injurious ſuſpicions, by the moſt 


ſolemn, abſolute, and expreſs diſavowal. 


The noble lord's motion was, however, | 
rejected: and hoſtilities commenced at : 
Lexington, 
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Lexington, on the 19th of the following 


April. 

It is unneceſſary to bar ddwlatte the ſub- 
ſequent events. They are too well known, 
too ſeverely felt, by every friend of his 


country. Years of Calamity” fatally ful- 
fil the prophecy of Lord Chatham, The 


Britiſh Empire has ſuſtained the imme- 


« dicabile vulnus which his wiſdom would 


have averted. — How he would have cor- 


reed the diſorder at its Cri/is, before it 


attained its deſperate malignity, will be 
ſeen in the following ſpeech, on Novem- 


ber 2oth, 1777. His Majeſty's moſt graci- 


ous Speech of that day is prefixed ; that 


the Confidence and Hopes” expreſſed 


in it by his Majeſty's Miniſters, may fairly 
ſtand in contraſt with the opinions of Lord 


ee, - 164 en term the come 


ment. 
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HOUSE OF.L ORDS, 


e Novi ER zoch, 75. 


H I 8 M Seſty ORE the ſeſſion with 


the following moſt 9 ſpeech from 
the throne : 5 


60 M Lords and to; 


se It is a great ſatisfaction to me, that 
4 can have recourſe to the wiſdom and 
ſupport of my Parliament in this conjunc- | 
ture, when the continuance of the rebel- 

lion in North America demands our moſt 

| ferious attention. The powers which you 
have entruſted me with, for the ſuppreſſion 
of this revolt, have been moſt faithfully 
exerted; and TI have a juſt confidence, that 
the conduct and courage of my officers, 

and the ſpirit and intrepidity of my forces, 
; both by ſea and land, will, under the 


bleſſing of Divine Pr ovidence, be attended 


with important ſucceſs. But as I am 
i perſuaded that you will ſee the neceſſity 


of preparing for ſuch further operations 
. as 


* 
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as the contingencies - of the war, and the 


obſtinacy of the rebels, may render expe- 


dient; I am for that purpoſe purſuing the 
proper meaſures for keeping my land- 
forces complete to their preſent eſtabliſh- 
ment: and if I ſhould have occaſion to 
encreaſe them, by contracting any new en- 
gagements, I rely on your zeal and public 
ſpirit to enable me to make them good. 


I receive repeated aſſurances from fo- 


reign powers, of their pacific diſpoſitions ; N 


my own cannot be doubted: but, at 


this time, when the armaments in the 


ports of France and Spain continue, I 


have thought it adviſable to make a con- 
ſiderable augmentation to my naval force; 
as well to keep my kingdoms in a re- 
ſpectable ſtate of ſecurity, as to provide 


an adequate protection for the extenſive 


commerce of my ſubjefts. And, as on 


the one hand, I am determined that the 


peace of Europe {hall not be diſturbed by 


me, ſo, on the other, I will always be a 
faithful guardian of the honour of the 


crown of Great Bri itain. 


Gentlemen 


[26] 


cc « Gentlemen of the Houſe of Com- 


mons, 


« I have ordered the eſtimates for the 


enſuing year to be laid before you. The 


various ſervices which I have mentioned | 


to you will unavoidably require large ſup- 


plies: and nothin g could relieve my mind 
from the concern which J feel for the 
heavy charge which they muſt bring on 


my faithful people, but the perfect con- 


viction that they are neceſſary for the 
welfare and the eſſential intereſts of my 


kingdoms. 

66, My Lords and Gentlemen, 
% I will ſteadily purſue the meaſures 
in which we are engaged, for the re- eſtab- 


liſhment of that conſtitutional ſubordina- 


tion, which, with the bleſſing of God, I 
will maintain through the ſeveral parts of 
my dominions. But I ſhall ever be 
watchful for an opportunity of putting a 
ſtop to the effuſion of the blood of my 
ſubj jet, and the calamities which are in- 


ſeparable from a ſtate of war. And T 


ful hope, chat the deluded and unhappy 
multitude 


. 


r 


have loſt, and the feelings of what they 
nov ſuffer under the arbitrary tyranny of 
their leaders, will rekindle in their hearts 
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multitude will return to their allegiance; 
and that the remembrance of what they 


once en joyed , the regret for what they 


a ſpirit of loyalty to their ſovereign, and 


of attachment to their mother country; 
and that they will enable me, with the 


concurrence and ſupport of my Parlia- 


ment, to accompliſh what I ſhall conſider 


as the greateſt happineſs of my life, and 


the greateſt glory of my reign, the reſto- 
ration of peace, order, and confidence, t to 
my American Colonies.“ 


In anſwer to his Majeſty's moſt gracious 


ſpeech, lord Percy moved their lordſhips 
to concur in an addreſs, in 1 the following 


terms : 
288 That they, his Majeſty 8 — duti- 


| ful and loyal ſubjects, the lords ſpiritual 


and temporal in parliament aſſembled, 


beg leave to return his Majeſty their hum- 
ble thanks for his moſt precious ſpeech 


from the throne : 
« To 
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% To offer their congratulations to his 
Majeſty on the encreaſe of his domeſtic 
happineſs, by the birth of another prin- 
ceſs, and the recovery of his royal Con- 
ſort; who is moſt highly endeared to this 
nation, as well by her Majeſty's eminent 
and amiable virtues, as by every new 
pledge of ſecurity to our „ and . 
civil liberties. 


« That they are duly ſenſible of his 


Majeſty' s goodneſs in recurring to the ad- 
vice and ſupport of his parliament in the 
| preſent conjuncture, when the rebellion 
in North America ſtill continues: And to 


return his Majeſty their unfeigned thanks 
for having communicated to them, the juſt 
confidence which his Majeſty repoſes in 


the zeal, intrepidity, and exertions of his 


Majeſty's officers and forces, both by ſea 
and land: but at the ſame time, that they 
entertain a well- founded hope of the im- 


| portant ſucceſles 3 which, under the bleſs- 
ing of Providence may be expected: That 


they cannot but applaud his Majeſty's un- 
wearied vigilance and wiſdom, in recom- 


mending to them to prepare, at all events, 


or. for 


5 
1 


; 19 
KS for ſach further operations as the contin- 
gencies of the war, and the obſtinacy of 
F the rebels may render expedient : — That 
= they are therefore gratefully ſenſible of 
1 his Majeſty's conſideration, in purſuing the 
= meaſures neceſſary to keep his land- forces 
complete to the preſent eſtabliſhment ; 
and that they owe it both to his Majeſty. 
and themſelves: to ſay, that they ſhall 
chearfully concur in enabling his Ma- 
jeſty to make good ſuch new engagements; 
with foreign powers, for the augmenta- 
tion of the auxiliary troops, as the weighty 
motives his Majeſty has ſtated, * in- 
duce him to contract. 
i That it is with great GatisfaQtion they 
learn, that his Majeſty. receives repeated 
aſſurances from foreign powers of their 
| pacific diſpoſitions ; and that, with hearts 
full of gratitude and admiration, they 
acknowledge his Majeſty's humane, ſtea- 
dy, and dignified conduct, which is equal- 
ly well calculated to demonſtrate. to the 
world, his Majeſty's wiſn to preſerve the 
general tranquillity of Europe, and his 
determination to maintain the honour of 
che crown, the 1 of theſe king- 
doms, 


% 


[ 3s 1 
dms, and che commercial intereſtt of 
his ſubjects. 

That they thankfully receive his 
Majeſty's declaration of perſeverance in 


the meaſures now purſuing, for the re- 
eſtabliſhment of a juſt and conſtitutional 
ſubordination through the ſeveral parts 
of his Majeſty's dominions ; and beg 
leave to aſſure his Majeſty, that they par- 
ticipate the defire which at the. ſame time 


animates his royal breaſt, to ſee a proper 


opportunity for putting an end to the 
effuſion of blood, and the various cala- 


mities inſeparable from a ſtate of war. 


«+ That the conſtant tenor of his Ma- 


jeſty's reign has ſhewn, that his whole at- 
tention is employed for the fafety. and 
happineſs of all his people ; and that, 


whenever their unhappy fellow ſubjects 


in North America ſhall duly return to 
their allegiance, they ſhall readily concur 


in every wiſe and ſalutary meaſure which 


can contribute to reſtore confidence and 
order, and to fix the mutual welfare of 


Great Britain and her Colonies on the 


molt ſolid and . foundations. 
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[ 31 J . 
LORD. CHATHAM. 


* 4 riſe, my hk, to Aae my A- 


timents on this moſt ſolemn and ſerious 


ſubject. It has impoſed a load upon my 


mind, which I fear nothing can remove; 
but which impels me to endeavour its al- 


leviation, by a free and unreſerved com- 


munication of my ſentiments.— 


In the firſt part of the addreſs, I 


have the honour of heartily concurring 


with the noble earl who moved it. No 
man feels ſincerer joy than I do, none can 


offer more genuine congratulation on 
every acceſſion of. ſtrength to the pro- 
teſtant ſucceſſion : I therefore join in 


every congratulation on the birth of an- 
other princeſs, and the happy recovery of 


her Majeſty,——But I muſt ſtop here 
my courtly complaiſance will carry me 
no farther z—I will not join in congra- 
tulation on misfortune and difgrace ;z— 


I cannot concur in a blind and ſervile 
addreſs, which approves, and endeavours 
to ſanctify, the monſtrous meafures that 
have 
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have heaped diſgrace and misfortune upon 


us — that have brought ruin to our doors. 
This, my lords, is a perilous and tre- 
mendous moment! It is not a time for 
adulation; — the ſmoothneſs of flattery 
cannot now avail cannot ſave us in this 
rugged and aweful criſis: —it is now ne- 
ceſſary to inſtruct the throne in the lan- 
guage of truth. We muſt diſpel the de- 
luſion and the darkneſs which envelop 


it, and diſplay, in its full danger and true 


colours, the ruin that is Wucht to Mn 
doors,— 5 81 


7 "i 


This, my lords, is our duty; it is 


bs proper function of this noble aſſem- 


bly, fitting as we do upon our honours 


in this houſe, the hereditary council of 
the crown :—And who is the miniſter— - 


where is the miniſter, that has dared to 
ſuggeſt to the throne the contrary, un- 
conſtitutional language, this day delivered 


from at? The accuſtomed language from 
the throne has been application to par- 
liament for advice, and a reliance on its 
conſtitutional advice and aſſiſtance;— as 
it is the right of parliament to Sive, * it 


18 


£43 1 


is the duty of the crown to aſk it. 


But on this day, and in this extreme mo- 
mentous exigency, no reliance is repoſed 


on our conſtitutional counſels no ad- 
vice is aſked from the ſober and enlight- 
ened care of parhament } but the crown 
from itſelf, and by itſelf, declares an un- 


alterable determination to purſue mea- 
ſures—And what meaſures, my lords ?— 
the meaſures that have produced the im- 
minent perils that threaten us, the mea- 
ſures that have brought ruin to our 
doors. 


- - Can the miniſter of the day now 
| preſume to expect a continuance of ſup- 


port, in this ruinous infatuation ?—Can 


parliament be ſo dead to its dignity, and 
its duty, as to be thus deluded into the 


loſs of the one, and the violation of the 


other? To give an unlimited credit and 


ſupport for the feady perſeverance in mea- 


ſures that is the word and the conduct, 
not propoſed for our parliamentary ad- 


vice, but dictated and forced upon us 


in meaſures I ſay, my lords, which have 
reduced this late flouriſhing empire to 
— 


ER 


—— 2 2 —— 


D non” =. > TIRE 
12 ˙ >. ORE IE. x 
* n 


— . 
3 co 4 e 5 x 2 4 2 
" L 4 £ 4 Pa — — * 
e N 3 — * 2 
* . 8 nib > — 5 "than an 2 A * 
* 


3 2 


S 
urs oe - A EY 
* * 


* 


. 77 =. 
— 
— — 


> 
- 2 
oy 


7 th <4 


e 


— — 5 


. 


. Ve" 


3 [ 34 1 
ruin and contempt . But yeſterday, and 
| England might have flood againſt the 
ce world — n none ſo poor to do her re- 
e verence. — I uſe the words of a poet; 
but though it be poetry, it is no fiction. 
IIlt is a ſhameful truth, that not alone 
the power and ſtrength of this country 
are waſting away and expiring, but her 
well- earned glories, her true honour, and 
ſubſtantial dignity, are ſacrificed. —France, 
my lords, has inſulted you; — ſhe has 
encouraged and ſuſtained America: and 
- whether America be wrong or right, the 
dignity of this country ought to ſpurn at 
465 the officious inſult of French interfe- 
—_ :- rence.— The miniſters and embaſſadors of 
$4 thoſe who are called rebels and enemies, 
are in Paris: in Paris, they tranſa& the 
reciprocal intereſts of America and France. 
— Can there be a more mortifying inſult? 
— Can even our miniſters ſuſtain a more 
humiliating diſgrace ?—Do they dare to 
reſent it? Do they preſume even to hint 
a vindication of their honour, and the 
dignity. of the ſtate, by requiring the 
dfmailal. of the plenipotentiaries of 
| America — 
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America? — Such is the degradation 


to which they have reduced the glo- 


ries of England! — The people whom 
they affected to call contemptible rebels, 
but whoſe growing power has at laſt ob- 
tained the name of enemies ;—the peo- 
| ple with whom they have engaged this 
country in war, and againſt whom they 
now command our implicit ſupport in 
f every meaſure of deſperate hoſtility ;— 
this people, deſpiſed as rebels, or acknow- 
ledged as enemies, are abetted againſt you, 


ſupplied with every military ſtore, their 


_ intereſts conſulted, and their . 
entertained, by your inveterate enemy !— 

and our miniſters dare not interpoſe with 
_ dignity or effect.— Is this the honour of 
a great kingdom ?—Is this the indignant 


ſpir it of England, who, « but yeſter day * 


gave law to the houſe of Bourbon? My 
lords, the dignity of nations demands 
a deciſive conduct in a ſituation like this. 


Even when the greateſt prince that per- 
haps this country ever ſaw, filled our 
throne, the requiſition of a Spaniſh gene- 


ral, on a ſimilar ſubject, was attended to, 
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and complied with; for, on the ſpirited 
remonſtrance of the duke of Alva, Eliza- 
beth found herſelf obliged to deny the 
Flemiſh exiles all countenance, ſupport, or 


even entrance into her dominions ; and 


the count Le Marque, with his few deſ- 


perate followers, was expelled the king- 
_ dom :—happening to arrive at the Brille, 
and finding it weak in defence, they made 


themſelves maſters. of the place—and this 
was the foundation of the United Pro- 
vinces. 

_« My lords, chile ruinous and ignomi- 


nous ſituation, where we cannot act with 


ſuceeſs, nor ſuffer with honour, calls upon 


us to remonſtrate in the ſtrongeſt and 
loudeſt language of truth, to reſcue the 
ear of Majeſty from the deluſions which 
ſurround it. The deſperate ſtate of our 


arms abroad 1s in part known No man 
thinks more highly of them than I do: 
I love and honour the Engliſh troops; 
I know their virtues, and their valour ; 
— know they can atchieve any thing 
—except impoſſibilities; and I know that 
the conqueſt of Engliſn America 7s an 
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E 
impoſſibility. You cannot, I venture to 
ſay it, you ANN OT conquer America. 
Your armies laſt war effected every thing 
that could be effected; and what was 
1t?—lIt coſt a numerous army, under the 
command of a moſt able general , nowa 
noble lord in this houſe, a hong and 
laborious campaign, to expel five thou- 
ſand Frenchmen from French America. 
My lords, you cannot conquer Ame- 
rica. — What is your preſent ſituation 
there? we do not know the worſt ; but 
we know, that in three campaigns we have 
done nothing, and ſuffered much. Beſides 
the ſufferings, perhaps total loſe, of the 
Northern force ,. - The beſt appointed 
army that ever took the field, commanded 
by Sir William Howe, has retired from the 
American lines; — be was obliged to relin- 


Sir Jeffery (now Lord) Amherft. 


+ General Burgoyne's army. The biftory of it is 
ſhort.—Moft of its braveſt officers fell; and above 
half its numbers: the REST ſurrendered to the enemy 
on the 17th of October, 1777, —See the Gazettes.— 
The account of this total loſt, as the noble ſpeaker's 
preſcience expreſſed it on the 20th of November, arri- 
ved! in England i in the beginning of December. 


3. quiſh 


3 
quiſh his attempt; and with great delay 
and danger, to adopt a new and diſtant 
plan of operations— We ſhall ſoon know, 
and in any event have reaſon to lament, 
what may have happened fince.—As to 
conqueſt, therefore, my lords, I repeat, it 
18. impoſlible :—You may ſwell every ex- 
pence, and every effort, ſtill more extrava- 
gantly; pile and accumulate every aſſiſt- 
ance you can buy or borrow ; traffic and 
barter with every little pitiful German 
prince, that ſells his ſubjects to the ſham- 
bles of a foreign prince ;—your efforts are 
for ever vain and impotent ;—doubly fo 
from this mercenary aid on which you 
rely: For it irritates to an incurable re- 
ſentment, the minds of your enemies. To 
over-run them with the mercenary ſons 
of rapine and plunder ; devoting them and 
their poſſeſſions to the rapacity of hireling 
cruelty ! If I were an American, as I am 
an Engliſhmar, while a foreign troop was 
landed in my country, I never would lay 
down my arms—never—never—never,— 
«© Your own army is infected with the 


contagion of theſe Uliberal allies, —The 
ſpirit 
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unleſs thoroughly done away, it Ly be 


(WV ] 


ſpirit of plunder and of rapine 1s gone 


forth among them.—I know 1t—and not- 


withſtanding what the noble earl *, who 
moved the addreſs, has yiven as his opi- 
nion of our American army, I know from 
authentic information, and the moſt expe- 
rienced officers, that oui diſcipline is deeply 
wounded, —Whilſt this is notoriouſly our 
ſinking ſituation, America grows and 
flouriſhes : whilſt our ſtrength and diſci- 
pline is lowered, theirs riſes and im- 
proves. ea 5 


But, my lords, who is the man, that 


in addition to theſe diſgraces and miſ- 
chiefs of our army, has dared to autho- 


rize and aſſociate to our arms the toma- 
hawk and ſcalping knife of the ſavage ?— 
To call into civilized alliance, the wild 


and inhuman ſavage of the woods; to de- 
legate to the mercileſs Indian, the defence 
of diſputed rights; and to wage the hor- 
rors of his barbarous war againft our 
| brethren ? — My lords, theſe enarmities 


cry aloud for redreſs and puniſhment ; 


» Lord Percy. ALES 
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a ſtain on the national character —it is a 
violation of the conſtitution I believe it 
is againſt law.—It is not the leaſt of our 
national misfortunes, that the ſtrength 
and character of our army are thus im- 

paired ; — infected with the mercenary 

ſpirit of robbery and rapine—familiarized 
to the horrid ſcenes of ſavage cruelty, it 
can no longer boaſt of the noble and ge- 
nerous principles which dignify a ſoldier ; 
-no longer ſympathize with the dignity of 
the royal banner, nor feel the pride, pomp, 
and circumſtance of glorious war, that 
make ambition virtue! What makes 


But is the ſenſe of honour conſiſtent with 
a ſpirit of plunder, or the practice of 
murder? — Can it flow from mercenary 
motives, or can it prompt to cruel 
deeds? — Beſides: theſe murderers and 
plunderers, let me aſk qur miniſters, what 
other allies have they acquired? What 
other powers have they aſſociated to their 
. cauſe ? Have they entered into alliance 


with the king of the gypfies ?—Nothing 


my lords is too low or too ludicrous to 
be conſiſtent with their counſels. 
«6 The 
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„The independent views of America 
have been ſtated and aſſerted as the foun- 


dation of this addreſs. —My lords, no 
man wiſhes more for the due dependance 
of America on this country than I do.— 
To preſerve it, and not to confirm that 
ſtate of independance into which your 
meaſures hitherto have driven them, is the 
object which we ought to unite in attain- 
ing.—The Americans, contending for their 
rights againft arbitrary exactions, I love 
and admire; it is the ſtruggle of free and 
virtuous patriots : — but contending for 
independency and total diſconnection from 
England, as an Engliſhman, I cannot 
' wiſh them ſucceſs ; for, in a due conſtitu- 


tional dependency, including the ancient 


ſupremacy of this country in regulating 
their commerce and navigation, conſiſts 
the mutual happineſs and proſperity 
both of England and America.—She de- 
rived aſſiſtance and protection from us; 
and we reaped from her the moſt impor- 
tant advantages :—She was, indeed, the 
fountain of our wealth, the nerve of our 
ſtrength, the nurſery * baſis of our 
naval 
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naval power.—lt is our duty therefore, 


my lords, if we wiſh to fave our coun- 

try, moſt ſeriouſly to endeavour the re- 
covery of theſe moſt beneficial ſubjects : 
And in this perilous criſis, perhaps the 
preſent moment may be the only one in 


which we can hope for ſucceſs; for in 


their negociations with France, they 
have, or think they have, reaſon to com- 
plain: though it be notorious that they 
have received from that power important 
fupplies and aſſiſtance of various kinds, 
yet it is certain they expected it in a 


more decifive and immediate degree ;— 
America is in ill humour with France, on 


ſome points that have not entirely an- 
ſwered her expectations: let us wiſely 
take advantage of every poſſible moment 


of reconciliation.— Beſides, the natural 


diſpoſition of America herſelf ſtill leans 
towards England, to the old habits of 
connexion and mutual intereſt that united 


both countries: this was the eſtabliſned 


ſentiment of all the Continent ; and ſtill, 
my lords, in the great and principal 
part, the ſound part of America, this 


wiſe 


1 ö 


mental right in their property, and every 


1 3 1 


wiſe and affectionate diſpoſition prevails : 1 
and there is a very conſiderable part of 
America yet ſound the middle and the 


ſouthern provinces; ſome parts may be 


factious and blind to their true intereſts; 
— but if we expreſs 2 wile and benevo- 


lent diſpoſition to communicate with 


them thoſe immutable rights of nature, 
and thoſe conſtitutional liberties, to which 


they are equally entitled with ourſelves ; 


by a conduct fo juſt and humane, we 
ſhall confirm the favourable, and conci- 
late the adverſe:— ] ſay, my lords, the 
rights and liberties to which they are 
equally entitled with ourſelves, but no 
more. I would participate to them every 
enjoyment and freedom which the colo- 


nizing ſubjects of a free ſtate can poſſeſs, 


or wiſh to poſſeſs;—and I do not ſee 


why they ſhould not enjoy every funda- 


original ſubſtantial liberty, which Des 
vonſhire or Surry, or the county I live 


in, or any other county in England, can 


claim; reſerving always, as the facred 
right of the mother country, the due 


conſtjrational 
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conſtitution al dependency of the Colo- 


nies.—The inherent ſupremacy of the 


ſtate in regulating and protecting the na- 


vigation and commerce of all her ſub- 
jects, is neceſſary for the mutual benefit 
and preſervation of every part, to conſti- 
tute and preſerve the proſperous arrange- 
ment of the whole empire. 
The ſound parts of America, of which ; 
J have ſpoken, muſt be ſenſible of theſe 
great truths, and of their real intereſts. 
America is not in that ſtate of deſpe- 
rate and contemptible rebellion, which 
this country has been deluded to believe : 
It is not a wild and lawleſs banditti, 
who, having nothing to loſe, might hope 


to ſnatch ſomething from public convul- 
ſions ;—many of their leaders and great 


men have a great ſtake in this great con- 
teſt :—the gentleman who conducts their 
; armies, I am told, has an eſtate of four 
or five thouſand pounds a year: and 
when I conſider theſe things, I cannot but 


lament the inconſiderate violence of our 


penal acts, our declarations of treaſon 
and rebellion, with all the fatal effects of 
Atander and confiſcation. 


. 
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© As to the diſpoſition of foreign pow-> 
ers, which is aſſerted to be pacific * and 
friendly, let us judge, my lords, rather by 
their actions and the nature of things, 
than by intereſted aſſertions.— The uni- 
form aſſiſtance ſupplied to America by 
France, ſuggeſts a different concluſion ;— 
The moſt important intereſts of France, 
in aggrandizing and enriching herſelf 
with what ſhe moſt wants, ſupplies of 
every naval ſtore from America, muſt in- 
ſpire her with different ſentiments :— 
The extraordinary preparations of the 
Houſe of Bourbon, by land and by ſea, 
from Dunkirk to the Streights, equally 
ready and willing to overwhelm theſe 
defenceleſs iſlands, ſhould rouſe us to a 
ſenſe of their real diſpoſition, and our 
own danger.—Not five thouſand troops 
in England !—hardly three thouſand in 
Ireland !—What can we oppoſe to the 
combined force of our enemies? Scarce- 
ly twenty ſhips of the line fully or ſuffi- 
ciently manned, that any admiral's repu- 
tation would permit him to take the 


* See the King's Speech, Page 25. 
ee OP: command 


[ 46 J | 
command of *. The river of Liſbon-in 
the poſſeſſion of our enemies — The ſeas 
ſwept by American privateers': — Our 
channel torn to pieces by. them In this 
complicated criſis of danger, weakneſs at 
home, and calamity abroad, terrified and 
inſulted by the neighbouring powers, — 


In reply to the noble ſpeaker's aſſertion relative 
to the number of ſhips, &c. the firſt lord of the Ad- 
 _miiralty roſe in his place; and gave their lordſhips 
 offiiial aſſurance that thirty-five ſhips of the line were 
© then (November 20th 1777) compleatly ready; that 
c ſeven more would be ready in a few weeks; in all, ; 
„ ForTY-TWo : and that an admiral of the moſt ac- 
* knowledged merit (he then ſaid) and of the higheſt 
de reputation, ADMIRAL KerPEL, was ready to take 
5 the command,” —[In March 1778, Admiral Keppel 
went to Portſmouth to take the command. He found 
& but Six SHIPS ready,” and thoſe in ill condition.— 
See Defence of Admiral Rappel. On the 3oth of 3 
& twenty ſhips of the line were ready, with which Ad- 
* miral Keppel ſailed. Thirty-two ſhips of the line then 
lay in Breſt- water, beſides an incredible number of 
80 frigates.” id. — The Engliſh fleet were forced to 
retürn, from this vaſt ſuperiority of the fleet of 
France.—** A firſt lord of the Admiralty, if he does 
„not take care always to have a fleet ſuperior to 


„both France and Spain, * to loſe his bead,” 
Loxp Sanpwicn. 


10” | unable 
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0 to act in America, or acting only 
to be deſtroyed ;—Where is the man with 
the forehead to promiſe or hope for ſuc- 
ceis in ſuch a ſituation ? or, from perſeve- 
rance in the meaſures, that have driven us 
to it? Who has the forehead to do ſo ? 
Where is that man ?—I ſhould be glad 
to ſee his face. 
_ . « You cannot conciliate FF by your 
nos meaſures—you cannot ſubdue her 
hy your preſent, or by any meaſures.— 
5 What then can you do ?—You cannot 
conquer you cannot gain—but you can 
addreſs ; you can lull the fears and anxie- 
ties of the moment into an ignorance of 
the danger that ſhould produce them. 
But, my lords, the time demands the 
language of truth: we muſt not now 
apply the flattering unction of ſervile 
compliance, or blind complaiſance.— In a 
juſt and neceſſary war, to maintain the 
rights or honour of my country, I would 
ſtrip the ſhirt from my back to ſupport 
it: — but in ſuch a war as this, unjuſt in, 
its principle, impracticable in its. means, 
and ruinous in its conſequences, I would 
not 


[81] 


not contribute a ſingle effort, nor a ſingle 


ſhilling. —I do not call for vengeance on 


the heads of thoſe who have been guilty— 
1 only recommend to them to make their 
retreat—Let them walk off; — and let 
them make haſte, or they may be aſſured 


that ſpeedy and condign * will 
overtake them. 


« My lords, I have ſubmitted to you, 
withthefreedomandtruth which Ithinkmy 
duty, my ſentiments on your preſent aw- 
ful ſituation.—I have laid before you the 
ruin of your power, the diſgrace of your 


reputation, the pollution of your diſci- 


pline, the contamination of your morals, 
the complication of calamities, foreign 


and domeſtic, that overwhelm your ſink- 


ing country. Vour deareſt intereſts, your 


own liberties, the conſtitution itſelf, tot- 


ters to the foundation. — All this diſ- 
graceful danger, this multitude of miſery, 
1s. the monſtrous offspring of this unna- 
tural war.—We have been deceived and 
deluded too long ;—but let us now ſtop. 
mort: this is the criſis,.—-may be the 


9 * 


x 


E 


only * criſis, of time and ſituation, to 
give us a poſſibility of eſcape from the 
fatal effects of our deluſions.— But if in 

an obſtinate and infatuated perſeverance 
in folly, we meanly echo back the peremp- _ 
tory words this day preſented to us, no- 
thing can fave this devoted country from 
complete and final ruin. We madly ruſh 
into multiplied miſeries and“ confuſion 
worſe confounded.” 

n poſſible, can it be believed, that 
miniſters are yet blind to this impending 
deſtruction ?—I did hope, that inſtead of 
this falſe and empty vanity, this over- 
- weening pride, engendering high conceits, 

and preſumptuous imaginations, — that 
miniſters would have humbled them- 
{elves in their errors, would have confeſſed 1 
and retracted them, and by an active, lt 


4d 
RE 


* It cannot have eſcaped obſervation, with what 
urgent anxiety the noble ſpeaker has preſſed this point 
throughout his ſpeech ; the critical neceſſity of in- 
flantly treating with America, But the warning 
voice was heard in vain; the Addreſs triumphed :- 
Parliament adjourned : miniſters enjoyed the feſtive. 
| receſs of a long Chriſtmas —and America ratified 

her alliance with France. 
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though a late repentance, haue endea- 
voured to redeem them. 
lords, ſince they had neither ſagacity to 
foreſee, nor juſtice nor humanity to ſnun, 


But, my 


theſe oppreſſive calamities ; ſince, not 


even ſevere experience can make them 
feel, nor the imminent ruin of their 
country awaken them from their ſtupe- 


faction, the guardian care of parliament 


muſt interpoſe.— 1 ſhall therefore, my 
lords, propoſe to you an amendment to 


the addreſs to his Majeſty, to be inſerted 
immediately after the two firſt paragraphs 


of congratulation on the birth of a prin- 
ceſs to recommend an immediate ceſ- 
ſation of hoſtilities, and the commence- 
ment of a treaty to reſtore peace and 
liberty to America, ſtrength and happineſs 
to England, ſecurity and permanent pro- 
ſperity to both countries. — This, my lords, 
is yet in our power; and let not the wiſ- 
dom and juſtice of your lordſhips neglect 
the happy, and perhaps the only opportu- 
nity.— By the eſtabliſhment of irrevocable 


laws, founded on mutual rights, and aſ- 


certained by treaty, theſe glorious enjoy- 


ments 


3 


1 


ments may be firmly perpetuated.— And 
let me repeat to your lordſhips, that the 
ſtrong bias of America, at leaſt of the 
wiſer and ſounder parts of it, naturally 
inclines to this happy and conſtitutional 
reconnection with you. —Notwithſtand= 
ing the temporary intrigues with France, 
we may ſtill be aſſured of their ancient and 
confirmed partiality to us. America and 
France cannot be congenital ;—there is 
ſomething deciſive and confirmed in the 
honeſt American, that will not aſſimilate 
to the futility and levity of Frenchmen. 
My lords, to encourage and confirm 
that innate inclination to this country, 
founded on every principle of affection, as 
well as conſideration of intereſt — to re- 
ſtore that favourable diſpoſition into a 
permanent and powerful re- union with 
this eountry — to revive the mutual 
ſtrength of the empire ;—again, to awe 
the houſe of Bourbon, inſtead of meanly 
truckling, as our preſent calamities com- 
pel us, to every inſult of French eaprice, 
and Spaniſh punctilio — to re-eſtabliſh 
our commerce — to re- aſſert our rights 


„ and 


.* J 


and our honour to confirm our ir intereſts, 
and renew our glories for ever (a con- 


ſummation moſt devoutly to be endea- 
voured! and which, I truſt, may yet ariſe, 
from reconciliation with America) — I 
have the honour of ſubmitting to you the 
following amendment; which I move to 


be inſerted alter the two firſt paragraphs 


of the addreſs :” 


cc 
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moval of the unhappy cauſes of this 
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« And that 1 houſe does moſt hum- 


bly adviſe and ſupplicate his Majeſty, 


to be pleaſed to cauſe the moſt ſpeedy 


and effectual meaſures to be taken, for 


reſtoring peace in America; and that 
no time may be loſt in propoſing an 


immediate ceſſation of hoſtilities there, 


in order to the opening a treaty for the 


final ſettlement of the tranquillity of 


cc 


theſe invaluable provinces, by a re- 


ruinous civil war; and by a juſt and 
adequate ſecurity againſt the return of 
the like calamities in times to come.— — 
And this houſe deſire to offer the moſt 
dutiful aſſurances to his Majeſty, that 
they will, in due time, chearfully co- 

5 operate 
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operate with the magnanimity and ten- 


der goodneſs of his Majeſty, for the 
preſervation of his people, by ſuch ex- 
plicit and moſt ſolemn declarations, 
and proviſions of fundamental and ir- 
revocable laws, as may be judged ne- 
ceſſary for the aſcertaining and fixing 
for ever the reſpective rights of Great * 


Britain and her Colonies.“ 5 
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IN the courſe of the debate, Lord Suf⸗ 


folk, ſecretary "of ſtate for the Northern 


department, undertook to defend the em- 


ployment of the Indians in the war. His 
lordſhip contended, that, beſides its policy 
and neceſſity, the meaſure was alfo allowa- 
ble on principle; for that it was per- 


« fectly juſtifiable to uſe all the means 
that God and Nature put into our hands.” 


I AM ASTONI$8HED !”— (exclaimed 


Lok D CHATHAM as he roſe)—< ſhocked 
i to hear ſuch principles confeſſed—to hear 
them avowed—in this houſe, or in this 
eountry :—principles equally unconſtitu- 


tional, inhuman, and unchriſtian !— 
My Lords, I did not intend to 


have encroached again on your atten- 
tion; but I cannot repreſs my indig- 


nation feel myſelf impelled by eyery 


duty :— My lords, we are called upon as 


members of this houſe, as men, as Chriſ- 
tian men, to proteſt againſt ſuch notions 


ſtanding near the throne—polluting the 
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car of Majeſty— That God and na- 
« ture put into our hands! —I know 
not what ideas that lord may entertain 
of God and nature; but I know, that 
ſuch abominable principles are equally 


abhorrent to religion and humanity, = 


What ! to attribute the ſacred ſanction of 
God and nature to the maſſacres of the 
Indian ſcalping knife, to the cannibal ſa- 
vage torturing, murdering, roaſting, and 
eating — literally, my lords, eating the 
mangled victims of his barbarous battles ! 
Such horrible notions ſhock every pre- 
cept of religion, divine or natural, and 
every generous feeling of humanity ;— 
and, my lords, they ſhock every ſentiment 
of honour ; — they ſhock me as a lover 


of honourable war, and a deteſter = 


murderous barbarity. 

. «« Theſe abominable principles, and this 
more abominable avowal of them, demand 
the moſt deciſive indignation. I call upon 
that right reverend bench, thoſe holy mi- 
niſters of the goſpel, and pious paſtors of 
our church: I conjure them to Join in 
the Boy work, and vindicate the religion 
of 


„„ 

of cheir God. I appeal to the wiſdom 
and the law of this learned bench, to de- 
fend and ſupport the juſtice of their coun- 
try. —I call upon the biſhops to interpoſe 


the unſullied ſanctity of their lawn; — 


upon the learned judges to interpoſe the 


purity of their ermine, to ſave us from 
this pollution: — I call upon the honour 
of your lordſhips, to reverence the dignity 
of your anceſtors, and to maintain your 
own: -I call upon the ſpirit and huma- 
nity of my cauntry, ta vindicate the na- 
tional character.— I invoke the genius of 


the conſtitution! From the tapeſtry that 
adorns theſe walls, the immortal anceſtor 


of this noble lord &, frowns with indigna- 
tion at the diſgrace of his country. In vain 
he led your victorious fleets againſt the 


boaſted Armada of Spain; in vain he de- 
fended and eſtabliſhed the honour, the li- 
berties, the religion, the Proteſtant religion, 


of this country, againſt the wh an eru- 


25 Lord Effingham Lord Efingham Howard 
was Lord High Admiral of England againſt the Spa- 


niſh Armada; the deſtruction of which is n 


in the tapeſtry. 


1 


_ abies of popery, andthe inquiſition—if theſe 
more than popiſh cruelties, and inquiſitional 
practices are let looſe among us; to turn 
forth into our ſettlements, among our an- 


cient connections, friends, and relations, 
the mercileſs cannibal, thirſting for the 


blood of man, woman, and child! to ſend 

forth the infidel ſavage, — againſt whom? 
Lagainſt your proteſtant brethren :—to 
lay waſte their country—to deſolate their 
dwellings, and extirpate their race and 


name; with theſe horrible hell-hounds 
of ſavage war !—hell-hounds, T ſay, of 2 


vage war. — Spain armed herſelf with 
blood-hounds, to extirpate the wretched 
natives of America ;—and we improve on 

the inhuman example even of Spaniſh 
cruelty we turn looſe theſe ſavage hell- 


hounds againſt our brethren and country- 
men in America, of the ſame language, 


laws, liberties, and religion; endeared to 
us by every tie that inould ſanctify hu- 
Sy manity. 


My lords, this aweful fubje&, G1 im- 


portant to our honour, our conſtitution, 
ana our reli Sion, demands the maſt ſo- 
F. . 
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an "a n and I again 
call upon your lordſhips, and the united 
powers of the ſtate, to examine it tho- 
roughly and deciſively, and to ſtamp upon 
it an indelible ſtigma of the public abhor- 
rence, And I again implore thoſe holy 
2 prelates of our religion, to do away theſe 
iniquities from among us, — Let them 
perform a luſtration;—let them purify this 
houſe, and this country, from this fin. _ 
„ My lords, I am old and weak, and at 
preſent unable to ſay more; but my feel- 
ings and my indignation were too ſtrong 
to have ſaid leſs. I could not have ſlept 
this night in my bed, nor repoſed my 
head on my pillow, without giving this 
vent to my eternal abhorrence of ſuch 
Propoſhanoys and enormous principles - 
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